
Ethnic Studies 101 
Introduction to Ethnic Studies 

MW 10:00AM-11:20AM (101 LLCS) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
Professor Lynn Fujiwara 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 12:30PM-2:30PM, and by appointment 
Email: fujiwara@uoregon.edu Office phone: 346-0902 
Office: 218 Alder 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Graduate Teaching Fellows: 
MeCherri Abedi-Amin - mecherri@uoregon.edu, Sections: Thursdays 9-9:50 and 2-2:50  
Martha Camargo - mcamargo@uoregon.edu, Sections: Fridays 12-12:50 and 4-4:50 
Sam Golter - sgolter@uoregon.edu, Sections: Wednesdays 1-1:50 and 3-3:50 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Course Description  
This course will introduce you to the academic field of Ethnic Studies, raising questions about the ways 
that race and racism shape our experiences and world across a range of time and places: When and how 
did the concept of race arise? How does race connect with other forms of difference such as class, gender 
and sexuality? How do our personal experiences with racial identity and racism relate to the structure of 
our society? What does it mean to claim racial “colorblindness”? How have Ethnic Studies scholars 
explored areas such as immigration, popular culture, education, imperialism, war, and labor? How have 
concerns for social justice and equity shaped the field of Ethnic Studies? 
 
We will be reading a variety of academic and cultural texts which illustrate the interdisciplinarity of the 
work undertaken in Ethnic Studies. We will explore these issues through readings, discussions, lectures, 
films, short stories, and music. No introductory course can comprehensively examine all of these topics, 
or claim to represent all prevailing perspectives. Instead, ES 101 surveys a variety of issues, topics and 
debates to introduce you to this field and encourage future research and inquiry during your college career 
and beyond. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Learning Objectives 
During the quarter, you must strive to learn how to think critically, ask pertinent questions, engage in 
productive conversations with your peers, read academic and cultural texts, define and apply concepts, 
and articulate key concepts and arguments through written work.  
 
University and Department Requirements Satisfied by ES 101: 
ES 101 is required for Ethnic Studies majors and minors. This course satisfies a social science group 
requirement. In addition, this course considers race and ethnicity in the United States from historical and 
comparative perspectives across many different demographic groups, thereby satisfying an American 
Cultures multicultural study requirement (AC).  
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Time Commitment 
The University of Oregon Committee on Courses recommends that a 4-credit course should engage 
students in an average of 12 hours of activities per week. This class meets for 3.5 hours each week, 
including lecture and section. That leaves an average of 8.5 hours per week that the University expects 
you to devote to the assigned readings, papers, reviewing course materials, and writing your exams 
As a 100- level course, this course is intended primarily for first- and second-year students. 
 
Required Texts 

o Texts required for all students, available on Canvas  
o If you have any difficulties obtaining the readings please speak with the professor or your GTF as 

soon as possible.  
o You must bring a hard or electronic copy of the assigned readings for every lecture and 

discussion section. Read the assigned texts before lecture, and all the readings assigned for the 
whole week before discussion section.  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Course Requirements: 
Discussion Section Attendance and Participation15% 
Your grade for attendance and participation requires active participation and doing the homework 
assigned by your GTF for section. If you do not speak for the whole quarter in section nor go to office 
hours, do expect to receive a 0 in participation. If you show up to section 20 minutes late, it will be 
counted as an absence. 
 
6 Required Response Papers 25%  
You will see written ‘response questions’ under each week of assigned topics and readings. You must 
respond in a one-page typed reflection on the question based upon the readings and the lectures. Each 
response paper is worth 5 points. To receive a full 5 points, your response paper will demonstrate that you 
have read the material, and were attentive in lecture, and ready for further discussion in your section. 
They are due in your sections for the week they are assigned. For Wednesday sections your response 
papers do not have to include material from Wednesday’s lecture. No late response papers are 
allowed.  
 
In-Class (10/28/15) Midterm Exam 25% and Final Exam 35% (Due 12/9/15 on Canvas by 5:00pm) 
The midterm exam is an in-class exam. The final exam is a take-home that will include a combination of 
short answer questions and longer essay questions.  Exams assess your ability to retain and apply the key 
ideas from the class, to draw conclusions from themes discussed throughout the course, to synthesize 
multiple reading and video assignments, and to craft persuasive arguments citing direct evidence from 
assigned readings.  The midterm exam is worth 25% of your grade and the final is worth 35%.  Both must 
be completed in order for you to pass the course. 
 
Late assignments 
Late assignments will be marked down one-half letter grade for every day, unless you have a special 
arrangement with your GTF, which would only be possible under very extenuating circumstances. There 
are no make-up quizzes or examinations. You will be asked to produce a doctor’s note if an exception is 
allowed.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Course Policies 
Creating a safe learning environment:  
The topics covered in this course are often emotionally charged and are not always easy to discuss openly.  
You are expected to engage the issues in a mature, reasonable, and respectful manner, and to show respect 
for other students, the GTFs, and the professor at all times. We are all accountable to create a climate of 
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mutual respect in the classroom. While differences of opinion are vital and will be encouraged, common 
courtesy as well as University policy prohibits personal attacks and discriminatory conduct. I reserve the 
right to ask you to leave the room, and/or drop the course, if you have disrupted classroom dynamics or 
disrespected your teachers and/or classmates. For campus regulations regarding academic dishonesty, and 
classroom disruption: 
http://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/StudentConductCode.aspx 
  
The Lecture: 
You should approach the lectures as models for understanding the texts. You should be prepared to 
articulate the analytical frameworks presented in lecture in your assignments. Discussion sections are 
crucial to develop in-depth analysis of the themes addressed by the texts and my lecture. If you miss a 
lecture, or section, it is your responsibility to get notes from classmates and know the material. You can 
also come to see any of us during office hours to discuss material you have missed. Lecture or section 
notes will not be available by email or e-reserves.  Lectures will be posted on our Canvas course site 
shortly after the lecture is given.  
 
Office hours: 
The classroom and office hours are the spaces and time-slots allocated to meet your intellectual needs. 
We are all open to schedule appointments, if necessary. I encourage you to come to our offices at least 
once in the quarter to talk about the readings, the lecture, discussion sections or assignments. When an 
assignment is due or an exam approaching, we may decide to set strict time-slots for individual students 
during our office hours. Therefore, if you have any questions, concerns, or just need to discuss anything at 
length with us, you should plan to meet before high demand periods.  
 
Electronic Devices: 
While electronic devices may be used to access course readings, non-course related activity is not 
allowed. Strolling through your favorite social media, texting, messaging, or tweeting is prohibited. If 
these sorts of activities are evident, you will be asked to turn off your electronic device, and you will lose 
points off your participation grade. Also, please sit in the front rows if you must use a laptop for readings 
or note-taking in class.  
 
Email Etiquette: 
As a rule, you should understand your relationships to GTFs and professors as professional relationships.  
When corresponding by e-mail, always include a salutation (“Dear Prof. Fujiwara” or “Dear Ms. 
Camargo”) and a closing that identifies who you are (“Sincerely, María Rodríguez”).  Please also note 
that we might not check our e-mail more than once per day, or at all on weekends or in the evening, and 
we might not have time to reply immediately.  Please have patience and do not hesitate to follow up with 
a second e-mail or in person during office hours or before, during, or after class if we have not replied to 
an e-mail. Please put ES 101 first in the subject heading.  
 
Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty 
I will not tolerate any kind of academic dishonesty. Familiarize yourself with campus policy with regards 
to academic dishonesty: Academic Misconduct and How to Protect Yourself from Committing 
Plagiarism. Punishment could include an F for the assignment, an F or withdrawal from the course, and 
suspension or expulsion from the university. We actively investigate any sign of academic dishonesty in 
our grading.  
 
Health Conditions/Disability Services 
If you have a documented health, physical or emotional condition which require accommodations in the 
course, please make arrangements to meet me soon. You may be asked to bring a notification letter from 
Disability Services or your health care provider outlining your approved accommodations.  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Schedule of Readings and Assignments 

Note: Readings, films, and lecture topics may be subject to minor modifications, which will be announced 
in class and posted on Canvas. Make sure your email is linked to the course Canvas site.  
 
Week 1: Introduction to Ethnic Studies  
Monday, 9/28: What is Ethnic Studies? 

o Syllabus 
o Video: On Strike: Ethnic Studies 1969-1999 
o Video: TedEx Talk: To Build Intercultural Communities (In-class) 

Professor Reyes Santos on Ethnic Studies 
 
Wednesday 9/30: Racism without ‘Racists?’  
     Required Readings: 

o Eduardo Bonilla Silva, “Racism without ‘Racists’” 
o “Police Call Muslim Student’s Invention a Bomb, Take Him to a Juvenile Detention Facility,” 

Sameer Rao. 
o “No Confederate Battle Flag, But Oregon Still Has its own history of racism,” Casey Parks, The 

Oregonian/Oregonian Live. 
o “Rebels without Racism? South Albany High School examines its Confederate Mascot,” Casey 

Parks, The Oregonian/Oregonian Live. 
 
Ø Response Questions Week 1: 
What does Eduardo Bonilla Silva mean by racial structure and racial ideology? How do you see these 
concepts playing out in the examples of Ahmed Mohamed, or the role of the confederate flag in the 
Oregon School? 

******************************* 
 

Week 2: Theorizing Race  
Monday 10/5: Race is a Social Construction 
    Required Readings: 

o Omi and Winant, “Racial Formations.” 
o Maxine Baca Zinn and Bonnie Thornton Dill, “Theorizing Difference from Multiracial 

Feminism.”  
o Video: Race, the Power of an Illusion, Part I (in-class) 

http://www.pbs.org/race/000_About/002_04-about-01.htm 
 
Wednesday 10/7: Race and Intersectionality: #SayHerName 
    Required Readings: 

o Audre Lorde, “Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference.”  
o Combahee River Collective, “A Black Feminist Statement.” 
o Brittney Cooper and Margaret Rhee, “Hacking the Black/White Binary.” 
o Kimberlé Crenshaw, “Why Intersectionality Can’t Wait,” The Washington Post. 

 
Ø Response Questions Week 2: 
How does Omi and Winant’s concept of racial formation explain how race is not a biological fact, but 
rather socially constructed racial meanings? How does intersectionality complicate the idea of racial 
formation? 

********************************** 
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Week 3: Whiteness as a System: Not Individuals?  
Monday 10/12: Structural White Privilege 
    Required Readings: 

o George Lipsitz, “The Possessive Investment in Whiteness.” 
o Daniel HoSang “Race and the Mythology of California’s Lost Paradise.”  

o Video: Race, the Power of an Illusion, Part III 
 
 
Wednesday 10/14: White Privilege and Colorblindness 
    Required Readings: 

o Peggy Macintosh, "White Privilege." 
o Lani Guinier, “The Tyranny of Meritocracy”  
o Eugene Weekly, “Culture of Whiteness and History of Eugene’s Racial Politics.” 

 
Ø Response Question Week 3:  
ES 101 is taught at the University of Oregon every term. Every time the course is taught, many students 
prove extremely reluctant to talk about this week's topics: whiteness and white privilege. Over many 
years, instructors uniformly report that many students either become very passive and disengaged during 
the discussion, while others might become overtly frustrated or even hostile.  For your reflection paper for 
this week, you should select at least three of the readings/authors assigned for the week and explain how 
they would explain why whiteness and white privilege are so difficult to discuss for many people. That is, 
what would George Lipsitz say about this? What might Peggy McIntosh say? Lani Guinier? You can 
choose at least one author from each day assigned for this week, but you should describe how they would 
explain this dynamic, drawing from the readings as necessary.   

*************************************** 
 

Week 4: Race and Indigenous Nations  
Monday 10/19: Colonialism and Racism 
    Required Readings: 

o "Ordinary and Extraordinary Trauma: Race, Indigeneity, and Hurricane Katrina in Tunica-Biloxi 
History" (Brian Klopotek, Brenda Lintinger, and John Barbry).  

o Video: Race, the Power of an Illusion, Part II 
 
Wednesday 10/20: Indigenous Nations, Sovereignty, and Resistance 
    Required Readings: 

o Adam J. Barker, “Already Occupied: Indigenous Peoples, Settler Colonialism, and the Occupy 
Movement in North America.”  

o Stephanie Nohelani Teves, “Bloodline is all I need”: Defiant Indigeneity and Hawaiian Hip Hop.” 
 

Ø Response Question Week 4 
Why is it important to understand Native Americans as both racial minorities and indigenous nations, 
according to Klopotek, et al? What are some of the tensions between issues of sovereignty, indigeneity, 
and race between Indigenous people and non-indigenous people of color.  

***************************************** 
 
Week 5: Asian American Settler Colonialism and Pacific Indigenous Struggles 
Monday 10/26: Settler Colonialism 
    Required Readings: 

o Candace Fujikane, “Foregrounding Native Nationalisms: A Critique of Anti-Nationalist 
Sentiment in Asian American Studies.”  

o “Recognizing Pacific Indigenous Struggles in the Lei at Selma,” Muliwai. 
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Wednesday 10/28: In-class Midterm Exam 
 
Ø Response Question Week 5 
What is Asian/Asian American settler colonialism on Hawaii? What complexities does this issue raise? 
How did the blog post of the lei at Selma demonstrate the issues of settler colonialism? 

************************************ 
 
Week 6: Racial Politics of Immigration 
Monday 11/2: Border Politics 
    Required Reading: 

o Gloria Anzaldúa, “The Homeland, Aztlán.” 
o Chapter 2 “Open Arms or Arms Length: A Historical Perspective on Immigration in Oregon.”  

o Video: Precious Knowledge 
 
Wednesday 11/4: Immigrant Acts: What is Anti-Immigrant Nativism? 
    Required Reading:  

o Daniel Martinez HoSang, “The Ideological Alchemy of Contemporary Nativism.”  
o Maria Eugenia Miranda, “One Dream Comes True” 

 
Ø Response Question Week 6 
How has nativism and race shaped immigration politics in the U.S.? How is the history of immigration, 
shaped by racial exclusion, labor, and global forces? What did you learn about immigration from the 
readings, lectures, or videos that you were unaware of before? 

**************************************** 
 
Week 7: Immigrants, Homeland Security and the Politics of Removal 
Monday 11/9: Immigration After 9/11 
    Required Readings: 

o “Unlocking Human Dignity: A Plan to Transform the U.S. Immigrant Detention System” Journal 
on Migration and Human Security. 

 
Wednesday 11/11: Deportation Politics  

o Tanya Golash Boza and Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, “Latino Immigrant Men and the Deportation 
Crisis: A Gendered Racial Removal Program.”  

o Sylvia R. Cowan, “Forced Return: The Deportation of Former Cambodian Refugees from the 
United States.” 

o Video: Sentenced Home 
 
Ø Response Questions Week 7 
How have non-citizens of color faired in the U.S. since 9/11? How is it that the United States does not 
abide by human rights laws in immigrant detention and deportations? How are deportations the latest 
rendition of immigrant exclusion? 

************************************** 
 
Week 8: Racial Profiling and Mass Incarceration 
Monday 11/16: Constructing the Enemy, War Relocation, and Enemy Combatants  
    Required Readings:  

o Natsu Taylor Saito, “Internments, Then and Now: Constitutional Accountability in Post-9/11 
America.” 

o Video Clips: Lest We Forget 



 

 7 

 
Wednesday 11/18: The Prison Industrial Complex 
    Required Readings:  

o Angela Davis, “Are Prisons Obsolete?” 
o Michelle Alexander, “The New Jim Crow.” 

o Video: Lockdown U.S.A. 
 

Ø Response Question Week 8 
How does racial profiling persist during wartime and outside of wartime targeting particular 
communities? How do racial constructions and narratives of criminality shape the “legitimization” of 
systematic racial targeting for incarceration? 

************************************** 
 

Week 9:  
Monday 11/23: People of Color and the Criminal Justice System 

o Who are Police Killing? Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice. 
o “Native Americans are the Unseen Victims of a Broken Criminal Justice System” From 

Reservation to Prison Pipeline. 
 
Wednesday 11/25: #Model Minority Mutiny, Solidarity against State Violence 

o Jennifer Jee-Lyn García, and Mienah Zulfacar Sharif, “Black Lives Matter: A Commentary on 
Racism and Public Health. 

o Soya Jung, “Why Ferguson Matters to Asian Americans.” 
 
Ø Response Question Week 9 

How has the #BlackLivesMatter movement challenged dominant racial ideologies about race and 
criminality? How are non-Black racial groups positioned in the #BlackLivesMatter movement? 

**************************************** 
 
Week 10: Resistance and Empowerment 
Monday 11/30: Inspirational Leaders Struggling Against State Violence 
    Required Readings: 

o “Yuri Kochiyama Dies at 93, Civil Rights Activist, Friend of Malcolm X” Los Angeles Times.  
o Video: Mountains that Take Wing: Yuri Kochiyama and Angela Davis on Life, 

Struggles, and Liberation.  
o Take-Home Final exam disseminated 

 
Wednesday: 12/2: Where Do We Go From Here? 

o Q&A for Final Exam 
o Final exams due Wednesday, December 9, 2015 

 
Ø Response Question Week 10 

What does the work of Yuri Kochiyama and Angela Davis tell us about personal investment for social 
change? How does their work continue to make a difference in the minds and thinking of younger 
generations? 

**************************************** 


