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COURSE DESCRIPTION, GOALS, AND LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
ES 301 introduces students to advanced theoretical perspectives in the field of Ethnic Studies. It is 
intended for juniors who are ES majors or minors. For ES majors, the course builds toward the 
two-course “capstone” sequence (ES 498 and ES 499) typically taken during winter and spring terms of 
their senior year.  It also provides a theoretical foundation for all advanced courses in Ethnic Studies. 
 
The course engages a range of advanced scholarship on the intersections of race, ethnicity, gender, 
class, indigeneity, dis/ability, and sexuality, building on your previous experiences in Ethnic Studies. 
The texts assigned for this class incorporate an array of theories and methods, and are organized 
around a “keywords” approach, drawing from short essays on critical concepts in Ethnic Studies, 
American Studies, and cultural studies. 
 
As a result of successfully completing this course, students: 

● will gain an understanding of many of the central theoretical debates in the discipline of ethnic 
studies and be able to bring theoretical knowledge to bear on material in other ES classes, 

● will be able to apply critical theoretical vocabulary to an analysis of important events in 
contemporary society, and 

● will be able to appreciate the nature of the concept of intersectionality and its importance to the 
discipline of ES. 

 
TEXTS: 
The following texts are required: 
 

1. Bruce Burgett and Glenn Hendler, eds., Keywords for American Cultural Studies  2nd ed. (New 
York: New York University Press, 2014). 

2. Hazel Rose Markus and Paula M. L. Moya, eds., Doing Race: 21 Essays for the 21st Century  (New 
York: Norton, 2010). 

 
Additional texts will be available via Canvas. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSESSMENT: 
This course is an intensive seminar. Although there will be some lecture, your active participation is 
required. It is therefore highly important that you attend class often and that you come to class 
prepared and actively participate. 
 
Current Events Commentaries. Each week beginning in week two, you will be responsible for 
identifying a current event in the news. You will write up a one- or two-page, double-spaced 
commentary on the event, analyzing it in relation to one of the keywords assigned for that week. Your 
commentary will include a brief definition in your own words  of the keyword and will be accompanied 
by citations to news coverage of the event found using the sources below. Your commentary may 
include analysis of the coverage itself (that is, a critique of how it has been covered), but this is not 



necessary. Each commentary will be graded based on your demonstrated understanding of the 
keyword and the originality of your analysis of the event. Summarizing the event is insufficient for a 
passing grade. Note that while giving an opinion about the event is fine, it is not the same thing as 
analyzing the event. The commentary will not receive full credit if you do not connect it to ideas of race, 
ethnicity, or indigeneity. 
 
Many links to acceptable alternative news sources are available on Canvas, but you may also want to 
follow some of these sources on Twitter; a tweet is not a news article, though, so be sure your citation is 
to an actual article. Also, please note the range of sources not listed on Canvas. They include tabloids 
(Salon, Buzzfeed, Huffington Post) that are more interested in controversy and “clicks” than with 
quality of news. I have also left off most corporate sources (e.g., the news networks). For the most part, 
regular newspapers are acceptable, but I won’t be impressed by an AP or Reuters story pulled off 
Yahoo! News. (By “won’t be impressed,” I mean that I will probably not give a high grade.) 
 
Essay Response. You will write a critical response to one assigned chapter from Doing Race  or one 
assigned academic essay from Canvas. Your response is due on the Wednesday after we discuss that 
chapter or essay in class. It should run approximately five double-spaced pages consisting mostly of 
your analysis of the contributions and, if applicable, the limitations of the chapter or essay you have 
chosen. Responses will be graded based on your demonstrated understanding of the central 
contributions of the text as well as your ability to engage critically with scholarly material. Additional 
research on the topic is encouraged, but not required; if thoughtfully included, it could boost the grade 
for this assignment. You are required to meet with the professor during office hours or a 
scheduled appointment to discuss a draft of your paper before it is due. (Catching me just before 
or right after class or via e-mail is insufficient.) 
 
Final Paper. Your final, ten-page paper for this class will be due during finals week. It should relate two 
of the assigned chapters or essays from Doing Race  or Canvas (excluding the one you chose for your 
essay response assignment). In relating  the two readings, you should be able to demonstrate a full 
understanding of the goals and accomplishments of each, as well as how comparing them or bringing 
the insights of one to bear on the other can advance  our understanding of important issues beyond 
what is accomplished in the readings taken separately. This advancement is your original contribution, 
based on critical engagement with these readings. The paper will be graded primarily on the strength of 
this original contribution, the clarity with which you articulate it, and the cogency of your arguments in 
its support. You are required to meet with the professor by the end of week ten to discuss this 
paper. 
 
Attendance. Your unexcused absences determine the highest possible final grade you can receive for 
the course. (Absences are only “excused” for religious observances or university-related activities and 
only if you clear them with me in advance.) Missing class due to illness, injury, vacation, wedding, etc. 
counts as an unexcused  absence. Think of unexcused absences as the “sick days” you might get at a job 
and save them for such occasions or for emergencies so that unexpected circumstances do not affect 
your grade. Excessive or frequent tardiness will also count as absence. If you have individual 
circumstances that cause you to have concern about this policy, please do not hesitate to speak with 
me; I am happy to make alternative arrangements as necessary. 
 
Absences Attendance Highest course grade possible 
1 95% A+ 
2 89% A+ 
3 84% B+ 
4 79% B+ 



5 74% C+ 
6 68% C- 
7 63% D+ 
8 58% F 
 
Final Grade. 
 
Current Events Commentaries 9 @ 10 points each = 90 pts. 
Essay Response 1 @ 35 pts. 
Final Paper 1 @ 75 pts. 
TOTAL POSSIBLE 200 pts. 
 
Points Grade Points Grade 
194-200 A+ 146-153 C 
186-193 A 140-145 C- 
180-185 A- 134-139 D+ 
174-179 B+ 126-133 D 
166-173 B 120-125 D- 
160-165 B- 0-119 F 
154-159 C+ 
 
COURSE POLICIES: 
Students with disabilities. If you have a documented disability relevant to this course, please meet with me as soon as 
possible to discuss it. Also, for reasons of administrative documentation, please ensure that the Accessible Education 
Center also contacts me well before any assignments are due. University policy does not guarantee the provision of 
classroom accommodations until this step has been taken. 
 
Incompletes. The UO policy for incompletes is as follows: “An incomplete may be issued when the quality of work is 
satisfactory, but some minor yet essential requirement has not been completed, for reasons acceptable to the 
instructor. Undergraduate students have one calendar year to make up an incomplete mark assigned by a UO faculty 
member. Earlier deadlines may be set by the instructor, dean, or department head. Failure to make up the Incomplete 
at the end of one calendar year will result in the mark of ‘I’ automatically changing to a grade of ‘F’ or ‘N.’” With this 
policy in mind, please note that the final paper is not a “minor” requirement, so I will not be able to assign an 
incomplete if you are not able to turn it in at the end of the term. 
 
E-mail etiquette. As a rule, you should understand your relationships to professors and other students as professional 
relationships. When corresponding by e-mail, always include a salutation (“Dear Prof. Hames-García”) and a closing 
that identifies who you are (“Sincerely, Juana Rodríguez”). Use complete sentences and try to be polite, even if you are 
angry. In return, I will try to do the same. Please also note that I might not check my e-mail more than once per day, or 
at all on weekends or in the evening, and I might not have time to reply immediately. Please have patience and do not 
hesitate to follow up with a second e-mail or in person during office hours or after class if I have not replied to e-mail. 
Do not simply assume that I have read the e-mail or remembered to respond to a request. I am human, after all. 
 
Plagiarism and academic dishonesty. Students who knowingly or unknowingly plagiarize or cheat in this course will 
receive an F on the relevant assignment or in the course, depending on the nature and severity of the offense. In 
addition, the professor will report all cases of plagiarism or cheating to the Director of Student Conduct and Community 
Standards for possible additional action. 
 
  



 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
Week Date Assignment/Discussion 
1 Mon, 

9/26 
First day business and introductions 

Wed, 
9/28 

Doing Race : Moya & Markus, “Doing Race” (1-50) 

2 Mon, 
10/3 

Keywords : “Keywords: An Introduction,” “America,” “Colonial,” “Empire,” 

Wed, 
10/5 

Doing Race : Moya & Markus, “Doing Race” (50-102) 

3 Mon, 
10/10 

Keywords : “Asian,” “Black,” “Indian” “Indigenous” 

Wed, 
10/12 

Doing Race : Snipp, “Defining Race and Ethnicity” (105-22) 
Hames-García, “How Real Is Race?” (Canvas) 

4 Mon, 
10/17 

Keywords : “Ethnicity,” “Race,” “Racialization” 
Viramontes, “The Moths” (Canvas) 

Wed, 
10/19 

Doing Race : Elam, “The ‘Ethno-Ambiguo Hostility Syndrome’: Mixed-Race, 
Identity, and Popular Culture” 

Doing Race : Moya, “Another Way to Be” (483-508) 
5 Mon, 

10/24 
Keywords : “Gender,” “Marriage,” “Queer,” 

Wed, 
10/26 

Cohen, “Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens” (Canvas) 
Lugones, “Heterosexualism and the Colonial/Modern Gender System” (Canvas) 

6 Mon, 
10/31 

Keywords : “Border,” “Latinx,” “Mestizo/a,” 

Wed, 
11/2 

Doing Race : McDermott, “Ways of Being White” (415-38) 
Doing Race : Fryberg & Watts, “We’re Honoring You, Dude” (458-80) 

7 Mon, 
11/7 

Keywords : “Citizenship,” “Immigration,” “Migration” 

Wed, 
11/9 

Doing Race : Chang, “Eternally Foreign” (216-33) 
Doing Race : Iyengar, “Race in the News” (251-73) 

8 Mon, 
11/14 

Keywords : “Incarceration,”* “Law,” “Prison” 
 

Wed, 
11/16 

Doing Race : Bobo and Thompson, “Racialized Mass Incarceration” (322-55) 
Doing Race : Eberhardt, “Enduring Racial Associations” (439-57) 

9 Mon, 
11/21 

Keywords : “Disability,” “Diversity,” “Subject” 

Wed, 
11/23 

NO CLASS 

10 Mon, 
11/28 

Keywords : “Capitalism,” “Labor,” “Neoliberalism” 

Wed, 
11/30 

Doing Race : Darling-Hammond, “Structured for Failure” (295-321) 
Doing Race : Steele, “In the Air between Us” (390-414) 

11 Tue, 
12/6 

Final Papers Due by 2:45PM 

 
Note: Thurs., Oct. 20, 6-8PM, required film screening of Agents of Change  (145 Straub) 


