
Ethnic Studies 101 
Introduction to Ethnic Studies 

ONLINE Summer 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our mission is to abolish white supremacy through scholarship and creative expression, fostering 
community, and providing students with the intellectual tools to help fulfill their potential as historical 
actors creating a more just world. 
  -- Mission Statement, Department of Ethnic Studies, University of Oregon 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Professor Lynn Fujiwara 
Office Hours: Thursdays 1-3 Online via Canvas Chat and by appointment 
Email: fujiwara@uoregon.edu Office phone: 346-0902 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Online classes are considered more challenging and harder, not easier, than lecture classes. To 
succeed in an online class, you must be extremely motivated and well organized. Please read this 
syllabus carefully. 
 
Online classes: 
Online classes are offered for students who are unable to attend regular classes (because of job or other 
commitments, distance from Eugene, etc.). Also, some students take online classes because they prefer 
the flexibility that an online class adds to their schedule. However, online classes require more discipline 
by students than regular classes given the necessity of mastering the material primarily from the readings, 
written lectures, and related sources (both offline and online). 
 
High speed internet access is required.  This is widely available on campus.  If you are not near campus it 
is your responsibility to ensure you have consistent access to complete requirements. You should also 
make sure that you have all the appropriate software to view videos and download online readings.  
 
Canvas Web Site: canvas.uoregon.edu 
This course will be conducted entirely through the canvas website and therefore it will be used to 
distribute course materials, complete course requirements and communicate.  You will use your 
“uoregon.edu” email account user name (Duck ID) and password to sign in.  If you need 
technical help, the Computing Center Micro Services in 151 McKenzie Hall (346-4412) can 
assist with browser problems or logins. You may also visit the Knight or Science Library ITC for 
additional help using Canvas. There is also a link directly on the Canvas course site. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Course Description  
On June 29, 2017, Oregon governor Kate Brown signed into law HB 2845 requiring ethnic studies 
curriculum in K-12 education throughout the state. The Bill sponsored by UO Ethnic Studies Alumni 
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(2010) Representative Diego Hernandez (D- East Portland), insures the promotion of “critical thinking 
regarding the interaction between systemic social structures and ethnic minority or social minority status.” 
The state of Oregon is the first state in the nation to require Ethnic Studies curriculum for all K-12 
students. This is a watershed moment where cities across the country are responding to the significance of 
race, ethnicity, and social justice movements in nearly all facets of life by passing similar education 
policies requiring ethnic studies in primary and secondary education.  
 
This course will introduce you to the academic field of Ethnic Studies, raising questions about the ways 
that race and racism shape our experiences and world across a range of time and places: When and how 
did the concept of race arise? How does race connect with other forms of difference such as class, gender 
and sexuality? How do our personal experiences with racial identity and racism relate to the structure of 
our society? What does it mean to claim racial “colorblindness”? How have Ethnic Studies scholars 
explored areas such as immigration, popular culture, education, imperialism, war, and labor? How have 
concerns for social justice and equity shaped the field of Ethnic Studies? 
 
We will be reading a variety of academic, digital, and cultural texts, which illustrate the interdisciplinarity 
of the work undertaken in Ethnic Studies. We will explore these issues through readings, discussions, 
lectures, media, and films. No introductory course can comprehensively examine all of these topics, or 
claim to represent all prevailing perspectives. Instead, ES 101 surveys a variety of issues, topics and 
debates to introduce you to this field and encourage future research and inquiry during your college career 
and beyond. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Learning Objectives 

- To develop foundational critical analytical skills through the examination of historical and 
contemporary racial politics. 

- To be able to utilize intersectional frameworks in the analysis of complex power systems 
encompassing race, indigeneity, class, gender, sexuality, citizenship, etc… 

- To be able to engage in multiple media forms and critique media representations.  
- To articulate fundamental ethnic studies principles and arguments through cogent and clear 

writing.  
 
University and Department Requirements Satisfied by ES 101: 
ES 101 is required for Ethnic Studies majors and minors. This course satisfies a social science group 
requirement. In addition, this course considers race and ethnicity in the United States from historical and 
comparative perspectives across many different demographic groups, thereby satisfying an American 
Cultures multicultural study requirement (AC).  
 
 
Required Texts 
YOU MUST DO THE ASSIGNED READINGS TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE 

o The Best We Could Do by Thi Bui available at the UO Duckstore 
o The Round House by Louise Erdrich available at the UO Duckstore 
o All remaining Texts are available on Canvas  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Course Requirements: 

- Participation – 20% of grade. 
o Your participation grade is based on discussion board activity as well as the assessments 

of the group assignments.  
- Quizzes –  30% of grade. 
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o You will have weekly quizzes covering the material (readings, lectures, and media) for 
each week.  

o The majority of the questions will be multiple choice, true/false, matching. 
o Each quiz will have approximately 15 questions.  
o Each quiz is to be completed entirely independently. Any form of cheating or plagiarism 

will receive an F.  
o Quizzes are not timed, but you will need to complete your quiz by the deadline to keep 

your quiz score without a reduction in points.  
o Late quizzes will lose 2 points for each day it is late.  
o Questions will appear one at a time, and you will not be able to go back to previous 

answered questions.  
o Quiz deadlines are by Friday at 11:59 for each respective week.  

 
- Weekly Assignments – 50% of grade.  

o Week 1 Group buzzfeed assignment (10 points): For your first assignment you will 
create a Buzzfeed “10 Things You Should Know” based upon the concepts and topics 
from week 1 material.  Each group member must complete the group assessment survey 
form in order to receive participation points. Due Sunday June 30 by 11:59pm.  

o Week 2 Individual Reflections on The Round House (20 points): This assignment will 
provide you with a series of questions that you will choose from. You will pick one 
question and provide a 2-3 page analytical reflection based upon the course concepts and 
materials. Due Sunday July 7 by 11:59pm. 

o Week 3 Group Race in the News Assignment (20 points): Your group will present an 
analysis of public racial discourse commentary of something in the current news. Your 
news share must include the news item, an analysis of the public racial discourse, and at 
least one discussion question you would pose to your classmates that connects to the 
course concepts or larger frameworks. Your “Race in the News” presentation will be 
shared in a full class discussion board. Each group member must complete the group 
assessment survey form in order to receive participation points. Due Sunday July 14 by 
11:59pm.  

o Week 4 Group Immigration or Refugee Timeline (30 points): For your final 
assignment your group will compile and create a timeline that provides factual and 
analytical information of the events leading to a current immigration or refugee topic. 
Each group member must complete the group assessment survey form in order to receive 
participation points. Due Sunday July 21 by 11:59pm.  
 

 
Late assignments 
Assignments and other work are due before or on the dates specified in the syllabus. Extensions or 
incompletes are only granted in the case of extreme medical and personal emergency, which must be 
documented. Late assignments will be marked down one letter grade for every day it is late, unless you 
have a special arrangement with Professor Fujiwara, which would only be possible under very 
extenuating circumstances of major illness or a family emergency. You will be asked to produce a 
doctor’s note for an exception due to illness.  
 
Grading Guidelines 
A: A is for work of exceptional quality. Written work presents a clear argument and well-articulated set of 
claims, supported by persuasive evidence and analysis; it is well-organized and does more than just 
competently summarize material from the readings or lectures. The students’ overall performance 
demonstrates that they have thought things through on a deeper level and offers their own perspective on 
the topics under consideration. 
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B: B denotes work that is above average in quality. The students’ overall performance demonstrates that 
the student knows and understands the material covered in class, and that they are capable of synthesizing 
it  into competent writing and exchange. Written work is accurate, detailed, and well organized, with a 
clear argument and follow-up claims, evidence, analysis, and conclusion. 
 
C: C is given for work that is average. The student shows familiarity with the material and is mostly 
accurate, but written work lacks detail or effective organization. Research and writing at this level make 
general points but fail to support them with specific evidence, or it might be merely a collection of facts,  
with no coherent theme or argument.  
 
D: D is given for work that is inadequate. Written work omits important points, contains more than a few 
inaccuracies, and is badly organized. The students’ overall performance suggests that the student has not 
been paying much attention to the course or is having problems  understanding the material.  
 
F (less than 60%): F is for work that is not acceptable. The student does not demonstrate cursory 
familiarity with course material, substantial interest or effort in fulfilling course requirements, and has 
possibly accumulated multiple absences from class.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Course Policies 
• Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

The University Student Conduct Code (available at conduct.uoregon.edu) defines academic 
misconduct. Students are prohibited from committing or attempting to commit any act that constitutes 
academic misconduct. By way of example, students should not give or receive (or attempt to give or 
receive) unauthorized help on assignments or examinations without express permission from the 
instructor. Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of information (e.g. 
quotations, paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources authorized by the instructor. If 
there is any question about whether an act constitutes academic misconduct, it is the students’ 
obligation to clarify the question with the instructor before committing or attempting to commit the 
act. Additional information about a common form of academic misconduct, plagiarism, is available 
at researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism.   

 
• Grade Disputes Policy 

Students that wish to dispute grades must do so in writing with thorough justification. Written grade disputes 
must be followed up with me or your GE during office hours. Disputes must be submitted to me at least twenty-
fours in advance of an appointment. Please note that a dispute does not guarantee a better grade. 
 

• Email 
Email is the best way to contact me, but please note that I reserve the right to respond to email between 9 a.m.– 6 
p.m. M-F, and please assume a 24hour response time.  Email has become a space of casual conversation and 
conversational safety.  Please email me utilizing the respect and formality that you would use in a conversation 
with me as your professor, and your GE as your discussion section instructor. 

 
• Accommodations 

The University of Oregon seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities for students with 
physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and psychiatric disabilities.  The Accessible Education Center 
works to create and sustain physical, curricular, and informational environments that are informed by and 
responsive to the diverse characteristics and experiences of students with disabilities and variations of ability.  If 
you will need accommodations in the class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Accessible Education 
Center at uoaec@uoregon.edu. The Center will work with you and I will gladly make arrangements for 
accommodations. All written information in this course can be made available in alternative format with prior 
notification to the Accessible Education Center. My office is in Alder 206, but the Alder Building is not ADA 
compliant, please don’t hesitate to let me know if you would like to meet elsewhere. 
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• Harassment, Discrimination, and Sexual Misconduct 

The University of Oregon is committed to ensuring that all students have access to a quality learning experience 
and the opportunity to pursue their academic goals in a safe, supportive, and inclusive learning environment. Any 
form of sexual harassment, sexual assault, relationship violence, and gender-based stalking and bullying is 
contrary to the community values of the institution. Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on 
sex and gender is a Civil Rights offense subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support 
applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, and so on. For more 
information about policies and resources or confidential reporting options, see the Office of Affirmative Action 
and Equal Opportunity: http://aaeo.uoregon.edu/ or the Office of the Dean of Students’ page on Student Conduct 
and Community Standards: http://dos.uoregon.edu/conduct 

 
• Course Climate Statement:  It is my belief that we must create a climate in this course where everyone can 

speak about difficult topics openly.  We don’t have to agree with each other or “convert” others to our way of 
thinking.  We do, however, have to respect that others may have opinions and experiences that are significantly 
different from our own and which may even trouble us deeply.  To promote a positive learning environment, we 
must engage in respectful communication practices, where it is perfectly okay to disagree, but must not attack 
each other in the process of challenging our ideas. Non-verbal communication is still a form of communication, 
behavior such as rolling eyes, interrupting, belittling gestures, mocking, or any form of bullying will be taken 
seriously and will be treated according to the Student Code of Conduct and Community Standards. 
https://dos.uoregon.edu/conduct  

o Please see the Online Etiquette and Netiquette Guidelines in the Welcome Module.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Schedule of Readings and Assignments 

 
Week 1 What is Ethnic Studies / Foundations in Ethnic Studies 
 
Reading: 

- “The Theory of Racial Formation” from Racial Formation in the United States 3rd Edition, by Michael 
Omi and Howard Winant. Pages 105-136, On Canvas 

- “The Possessive Investment in Whiteness,” by George Lipsitz (1-23) On Canvas 
- “Racism without ‘Racists’” by Eduardo Bonilla Silva (176-179) On Canvas 
- “Why Intersectionality Can’t Wait,” by Kimberlé Crenshaw. On Canvas 

 
 
Recommended Reading:  

- The Racist History of Portland: The Whitest City in America  by Alana Semuels, On Canvas 
- “Explaining White Privilege to a Broke White Person” by Gina Crosley-Corcoran, On Canvas 

 
Media: Available in Week 1 Module on Canvas 

- On Strike: Ethnic Studies 1969-1999 
- Race the Power of an Illusion Part I: The Difference Between Us 
- Race the Power of an Illusion Part 3: The House we Live in 

 
Introduction Discussion Board due by Thursday June 27 by 11:59pm.  
Week 1 Quiz deadline Friday June 28 by 11:59pm.  
Week 1 Buzzfeed Assignment due by Sunday June 30 11:59pm.   
Individual Group Assessment 1 due by Sunday June 30 11:59pm.  
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Week 2 Settler Colonialism and Native American Politics 
 
Readings:  

- “Colonialism” from Native Studies Keywords. On Canvas 
- The Round House, by Louise Erdrich 1-317 (the entire novel). 

 
Recommended Reading:  

- To Understand the Dakota Access Pipeline Protests, You Need to Understand Tribal Sovereignty by 
Victoria Massie, On Canvas 

- -Recognizing Indigenous Pacific Struggles in the Lei at Selma, by Lani Teves et.al. On Canvas 
 
Media: Available in Week 2 Module on Canvas 

- Broken Treaties, An Oregon Experience 
- Sarah Deer on Injustice in Indian Country, Native Women and Violent Crime 

 
Week 2 Quiz Deadline Friday July 5 by 11:59pm 
Week 2 Native Issues in the Round House Assignment due by Sunday July 7 by 11:59pm. 
 
Week 3 Institutional Racism: Mass Incarceration, #BLM, Intersectional Resistance 
Native American Sovereignty and Decolonization 
 
Readings:  

- “Slavery, Civil Rights, and Abolitionist Perspectives Toward Prison” by Angela Davis, (22-39) On 
Canvas 

- “Introduction to The New Jim Crow” by Michelle Alexander, (1-19), On Canvas 
- “A Herstory of the #BlackLivesMatter Movement” by Alicia Garza, On Canvas 
- “Why Intersectionality Can’t Wait,” by Kimberlé Crenshaw. On Canvas 

 
Recommended Readings: 

- “How Segregation Shapes Deadly Police Shootings” by Gene Denby, On Canvas 
 
Media: Available in Week 3 Module on Canvas 

- Whose Streets? On Canvas  
- Kimberle Crenshaw, The Urgency of Intersectionality Ted Talk 

 
Week 3 Quiz Deadline Friday July 12 by 11:59 
Week 3 Race in the News Group Assignment due by Sunday July 14 by 11:59pm 
Week 3 Individual Group Project Assessment due by Sunday July 14 by 11:59pm 
 
Week 4 White Nationalism and the Racialization of Immigration 
 
Readings:  

- “The Homeland, Aztlán” by Gloria Anzaldúa, (1-13) On Canvas 
-  “Undocumented & Unafraid: The Dream Act 5 and the Public Disclosure of Undocumented Status as a 

Political Act” by René Galindo, (589-609), On Canvas 
- “Trumps Immigration Attacks, In Brief” by Mary Romero (34-41) 
- The Best We Could Do, by Thi Bui, (1-330 entire graphic novel)  

 
Recommended Readings: 

- “The Secret History of Anti-Mexican Violence in Texas,” by Carlos Kevin Blanton, On Canvas 
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- “How Queer Undocumented Youth Built the Immigrant Rights Movement,” by Prerna Lal, On Canvas 
- “Model Minority Myth Used Again as a Racial Wedge Between Asians and Blacks” by Kat Chow On 

Canvas 
 

Media: Available in Week 4 Module on Canvas 
- Papers: Stories of Undocumented Youth 
- Sentenced Home: The Deportation of Cambodian Americans 

 
Week 4 Quiz Deadline Friday July 19 by 11:59pm 
Week 4 Immigration or Refugee Timeline Group Assignment due by Sunday July 21 by 11:59pm 
Week 4 Individual Group Project Assessment due by Sunday July 21 by 11:59pm 
 
 
  
 
 


