
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Artwork credit: Banksy (2012) 
 

Course details: Spring 2020 
Instructor: Dr. Courtney M. Cox 
Office hours: By appointment via Google Hangout or Zoom 
Contact info: cmcox@uoregon.edu* 

 
This course provides a critical/cultural overview of the modern Olympic Games. In doing so, it asks students to explore 
the relationship between sport and larger social and capitalist frameworks. This is illustrated through a variety of written 
and visual texts and further explored through relevant assignments that allow for students’ articulation of course 
concepts and incorporation of outside popular culture sources. 

 
In this course, students will: 

 
- Interrogate moments of pleasure, protest, and power in the Olympics 
- Analyze how racialized and gendered bodies are read through entertainment, politics, and theory 
- Produce a final research project that contributes to the study of the Olympics, whether locally or on a global 

scale 
 

Course Requirements: 
 
20% Discussion Board (due each Friday at 11:59 pm PT) 
40% Critical Response Papers (4 total; 2-3 pages each) 
10% Final Project Abstract (one double-spaced page; due May 13) 
30% Final Project (due June 5) 
 
Required Texts: Jules Boykoff, Power Games: A Political History of The Olympics | All other readings will be provided 
on Canvas 
 
 
 
*Please note: I will respond to email within 24 hours on Mondays-Fridays (48 hours over weekends). 
 
 



 
Course Guidelines 

 
Discussion Section Etiquette: I am committed to ensuring our time together is generative and engaging and that our 
virtual classroom remains a respectful and open space for the exchange of diverse opinions, ideas, and perspectives. 
Disagreements are welcome, and can indeed lead to productive and informed discussions and debates, but disrespect or 
hostility of any kind will not be tolerated. Please work with me to establish this class as a mutually-supportive space for 
the expression of differing ideas, values, and beliefs. Note: Our readings/viewings/listenings will require engagement with 
difficult language and situations; it is imperative that students are aware of how this content may affect others within the 
class and that each of us employ an ethics of care in our speech and writing. 
 
Assignment Deadlines: The deadline for each assignment will be specified in the corresponding prompt (all will be 
posted on Canvas under “Assignments”). When submitting assignments, please be sure to budget time for potential 
technical issues. Late assignments will receive a one-third (⅓) grade reduction for each day late (including weekends). 
Extensions on assignments must be granted and approved in advance of the assignment deadline. Please do not wait until 
the end of the term to sort things out. 
 
Assignment Format: All written assignments must be typed in 12-point-font, double-spaced, and have 1-inch margins. 
Please make sure to spell-check and proofread all papers for spelling and grammar. All assignments should include a 
“Works Cited” (including media examples), page numbers, and follow a style guide consistently for citations and 
references (e.g., APA or MLA). Papers that have not been spell-checked or that do not include a “Works Cited” 
will be returned with the opportunity for you to re-submit your assignment with a late penalty. For a helpful 
style guide/writing reference, see Purdue’s OWL. Assignments should be saved and submitted in .doc or .docx format, so 
I can provide feedback and comments in track changes. 
 
Accommodations: The University of Oregon seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities for 
students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and psychiatric disabilities. The Accessible Education 
Center works to create and sustain physical, curricular, and informational environments that are informed by and 
responsive to the diverse characteristics and experiences of students with disabilities and variations of ability. Please let me 
know within the first two weeks of the term if you need assistance to fully participate in the course. Participation 
includes access to lectures, web-based information, in-class activities, and exams. The Accessible Education Center is part 
of the Office of Academic Advising. Students can request an instructor notification letter that outlines possible 
accommodations and adjustments to class design that will enable better access. For additional assistance with access or 
disability-related questions or concerns, contact the Accessible Education Center at uoaec@uoregon.edu. The Center 
will work with you and I will gladly make arrangements for accommodations. All written information in this course can 
be made available in alternative format with prior notification to the Accessible Education Center. My office is in Alder 
217, but the Alder Building is not ADA compliant; please don’t hesitate to let me know if you would like to meet 
elsewhere. 
 
Other important information:The University Student Conduct Code defines academic misconduct. Students are 
prohibited from committing or attempting to commit any act that constitutes academic misconduct. By way of example, 
students should not give or receive (or attempt to give or receive) unauthorized help on assignments or examinations 
without express permission from the instructor. Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://aec.uoregon.edu/
http://aec.uoregon.edu/
http://conduct.uoregon.edu/


 
information (e.g. quotations, paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources authorized by the instructor. If 
there is any question about whether an act constitutes academic misconduct, it is the students’ obligation to clarify the 
question with the instructor before committing or attempting to commit the act. Additional information about a 
common form of academic misconduct, plagiarism, is available here. 
 
Students experiencing any form of prohibited discrimination or harassment, including sex or gender-based violence, may 
seek information and resources at safe.uoregon.edu, respect.uoregon.edu, or investigations.uoregon.edu or contact the 
non-confidential Title IX office/Office of Civil Rights Compliance (541-346-3123), or Dean of Students offices 
(541-346-3216), or call the 24-7 hotline 541-346-SAFE for help.  
 

Date  Topic  Read, Listen, Watch  Due 

3.30  The Olympic Games: 
Opiate or 
Opportunity? 

Read: Redeker, “Sport as an Opiate of International Relations: The 
Myth and Illusion of Sport as a Tool of Foreign Diplomacy” | 
Boykoff, “Introduction: ‘Operation Olympic Games’” | Watch: ES 
460/560 Intro Video | Listen: Podcast #1 - The Olympic Games: 
Opiate or Opportunity? 

 

4.1 
 

The Olympic Games: 
An Overview 

Read: Boykoff, “Coubertin and the Revival of the Olympic Games” 
| Listen: Podcast #2: The Olympic Games - An Overview 

Discussion 
Board Post 
(Friday) 

4.6  Sport in a Time of 
Coronavirus 

Read: “Must Olympic Games Go On?”| | IOC Executive Board 
Statement| Boykoff, “Cancel. The. Olympics.” | Rowe, “The Bid, 
the Lead-up, the Event and the Legacy: Global Cultural Politics and 
Hosting the Olympics” | Listen: Podcast #3: Sport in a Time of 
Coronavirus 

 

4.8  Historicizing the 
Tokyo Olympics 
 
 

Read: Tagsold, “Modernity, Space and National Representation at 
the Tokyo Olympics 1964”| Manzenreiter, “Global Movements, 
Sports Spectacles and the Transformation of Representational 
Power” | Listen: Podcast #4: Historicizing the Tokyo Olympics 

Discussion 
Board Post 
(Friday) 

4.13  Olympism and the 
Nation-State I: 1936 
 

| Read: Kass, “The Issue of Racism at the 1936 Olympics” | 
Caponi-Tabery, “The 1936 Olympics” | Listen: Podcast #5: 
Olympism and the Nation-State I 

Critical 
Response 
Paper 

4.15  Olympism and the 
Nation-State II 

Read: Boykoff, “Cold War Games” | Listen: Podcast #6: Olympism 
and the Nation-State II 

Discussion 
Board Post 
(Friday) 

4.20  Building the 
Olympics 

Read: Johnston, “From Ghost Town to Success Story: The Legacy 
of Vancouver’s Olympic Village, 10 Years On” | USA Today, 
“Olympic Villages Still Used Today” | Explore Architecture of the 
Games | Listen: Podcast #7: Building the Olympics 

 

4.22  Environmental 
Impact & The 

Read: Thompson, “Behind the Bamboo Curtain” |  Jacobs, “Keep 
Your Mouth Closed: Aquatic Olympians Face a Toxic Stew in Rio” 

Discussion 
Board Post 

https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
http://safe.uoregon.edu/
https://respect.uoregon.edu/
https://investigations.uoregon.edu/
https://youtu.be/inSlyhKzc-U
https://youtu.be/inSlyhKzc-U
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/olympics/2020/03/15/coronavirus-must-olympics-go-on-transparency-needed-organizers/5049635002/
https://www.olympic.org/news/ioc-executive-board-statement-on-the-coronavirus-covid-19-and-the-olympic-games-tokyo-2020
https://www.olympic.org/news/ioc-executive-board-statement-on-the-coronavirus-covid-19-and-the-olympic-games-tokyo-2020
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/18/opinion/tokyo-olympics-coronavirus.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/olympic-village-10-year-anniversary-1.5465157
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/olympic-village-10-year-anniversary-1.5465157
https://www.usatoday.com/picture-gallery/travel/destinations/2019/05/29/olympic-villages-still-used-today/1269288001/
https://architectureofthegames.net/tag/olympic-village/
https://architectureofthegames.net/tag/olympic-village/
https://www.espn.com/espn/eticket/story?page=bamboocurtain
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/27/world/americas/brazil-rio-water-olympics.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/27/world/americas/brazil-rio-water-olympics.html


 

Olympics  | Lieberman, “How Climate Change is Endangering the Winter 
Olympics” | Listen: Podcast #8: Environmental Impact and The 
Olympics 

(Friday) 

4.27  Protest & The 
Olympic Games: 
1968 

Read: Rule 50 of the Olympic Charter | Zirin, “The Explosive 1968 
Olympics” | Reynolds, “Vera Caskalavska and the Forgotten Story 
of her 1968 Olympics Protest” | Watch: Vera Caslavska | Listen: 
Podcast #9: Protest & The Olympic Games I 

Critical 
Response 
Paper  

4.29  Protest & the 
Olympic Games II 
 

Read: IOC, Updates to Rule 50 | Davis, “Sixty Years Ago She 
Refused to Stand for the Anthem”| Longman, “Feyisa Lilesa, 
Marathoner in Exile” | “Ethiopian Olympic Protest Runner Feyisa 
Lilesa Finally Rewarded”   Listen: Podcast #10: Protest & The 
Olympic Games II 

Discussion 
Board Post 
(Friday) 

5.4  Surveillance & 
Terrorism at the 
Olympics: 1972 

Read: Boykoff, “The Celebration Capitalism Era” | Hockenos, 
“The Ghosts of Munich 1972 and the Birth of the Modern 
Olympics” | Sugden, “ Watched by the Games: Surveillance and 
Security at the Olympics” | Podcast #11: 1972 Olympics I 

 

5.6  1972 Olympics II  Read: | Watch: The Most Controversial Basketball Game | 1972 
Olympic Basketball Gold Medal Story | Watch: Visions of Eight 
(selections) | Listen: Podcast #12: 1972 Olympics II 

Discussion 
Board Post 
(Friday) 

5.11  The Corporate 
Olympics  

Read: Boykoff, “Commercialization of the Olympics” | Wenner, 
“The Dream Team, Communicative Dirt, and the Marketing of 
Synergy: USA Basketball and Cross-Merchandising in Television 
Commercials” |Listen: Podcast #13: The Corporate Olympics 

Critical 
Response 
Paper 

5.13  Olympic (Enhanced) 
Performance  

Read: “Russia Banned from Winter Olympics by IOC” | Watch: 
Icarus | Listen: Podcast #14: Olympic (Enhanced) Performance 

Discussion 
Board Post 
(Friday); 
Final Project 
Abstract 

5.18  The Olympic Body  Watch: 9.79 (30 for 30) | Read: Crincoli, “You Can Only Race if 
You Can’t Win?: Oscar Pistorius & Caster Semenya” | Caudwell, 
“Sex Watch: Surveying Women’s Sexed and Gendered Bodies at the 
Olympics” | Listen: Podcast #15: The Olympic Body 

 

5.20  The Opening 
Ceremony 
 

Read: Oettler, “The London 2012 Olympics Opening Ceremony 
and Its Polyphonous Aftermath”| Jacobson, “Networked 
Spectators: Social Media Conversation and Moderation at the 
Olympic Opening Ceremony” | Watch: The 2012 Olympics 
Opening Ceremony  | Listen: Podcast #16: The Opening Ceremony 

Discussion 
Board Post 
(Friday) 

5.25    MEMORIAL DAY   

https://www.yaleclimateconnections.org/2018/02/climate-change-threatens-winter-olympics/
https://www.yaleclimateconnections.org/2018/02/climate-change-threatens-winter-olympics/
https://isreview.org/issue/61/explosive-1968-olympics
https://isreview.org/issue/61/explosive-1968-olympics
https://www.bbc.com/sport/olympics/45900544
https://www.bbc.com/sport/olympics/45900544
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyYMcLwKreo
https://www.olympic.org/-/media/document%20library/olympicorg/news/2020/01/rule-50-guidelines-tokyo-2020.pdf
https://zora.medium.com/sixty-years-ago-she-refused-to-stand-for-the-anthem-cf443b4e75c7
https://zora.medium.com/sixty-years-ago-she-refused-to-stand-for-the-anthem-cf443b4e75c7
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/24/sports/olympics/feyisa-lilesa-marathon-olympic-protest.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/24/sports/olympics/feyisa-lilesa-marathon-olympic-protest.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-47879919
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-47879919
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/ghosts-munich-1972-and-birth-modern-olympics/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/ghosts-munich-1972-and-birth-modern-olympics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DG69GH4OXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qh19IxFLk8Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qh19IxFLk8Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxWSv2KAfRU
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/05/sports/olympics/ioc-russia-winter-olympics.html
https://www.netflix.com/watch/80168079?source=35
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4As0e4de-rI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4As0e4de-rI


 

5.27  Queering The 
Olympics  Read: Friedman, “How Sochi Became the Gay Olympics” | 

Minsberg, “Trans Athlete Chris Mosier on Qualifying for the 
Olympic Trials” | Gibson, “Olympic Anti-discrimination Clause 
Introduced after Sochi Gay Rights Row” |Listen: Podcast #17: 
Queering the Olympics  

Discussion 
Board Post 
(Friday) 

6.1  Olympic Citizenships  Read: Friedman, “Rio 2016: Where Refugees are Finally Being 
Recognized” | Vasilogambros, “Why Some Olympians Compete 
Against Their Home Country” | Shachar, “Picking Winners: 
Olympic Citizenship and the Global Race for Talent” | Listen: 
Podcast #18: Olympic Citizenships 

Critical 
Response 
Paper 

6.3  Olympic Futures  Read: Boykoff, “The 2016 Rio Summer Olympics and the Path 
Ahead” | Wetzel, “Why No One Wants to Host the 2022 Olympics” 
|Listen: Podcast #19: Olympic Futures 

Final Project 
due June 5 at 
11:59 pm PT 

 
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/01/how-sochi-became-the-gay-olympics/283398/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/28/sports/chris-mosier-trans-athlete-olympic-trials.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/28/sports/chris-mosier-trans-athlete-olympic-trials.html
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2014/sep/25/olympic-anti-discrimination-clause-sochi-gay-rights-row
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2014/sep/25/olympic-anti-discrimination-clause-sochi-gay-rights-row
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/08/refugee-olympic-team-rio/494969/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/08/refugee-olympic-team-rio/494969/
https://www.theatlantic.com/news/archive/2016/08/why-some-olympians-compete-against-their-home-country/494648/
https://www.theatlantic.com/news/archive/2016/08/why-some-olympians-compete-against-their-home-country/494648/
https://sports.yahoo.com/news/why-no-one-wants-to-host-the-2022-olympics-225450509.html

