
ES 616 | Interdisciplinary Research Methods 
 

 
Art by Tina Fuentes, in collaboration with meteorologist Eric Bruning 

 
Course details: Spring 2021 | T 10:15 AM-1:15 PM via Zoom 
Office hours: Wednesdays 12:00-2:00 PM or by appointment 

Office location: Zoom! 
Contact info: cmcox@uoregon.edu* 

  

“When you measure include the measurer.” 
- MC Hammer 

 
 Course Overview: 

In this course, students will engage with a variety of approaches to human subjects research. We will 
read and discuss a range of texts related to research design and ethics across disciplines. Students will 
also gain hands-on experience with several qualitative methods and have the opportunity to consider 
how qualitative designs and approaches may be useful for their own research endeavors. Students 
will develop the knowledge, skills, and strategies essential to the critical examination of qualitative 
research in their field as well as design and execute their own qualitative research project. 
 

 In this course, students will: 
- Become familiar with IRB guidelines relevant to qualitative research  
- Understand the design and conceptualization of a qualitative research study 
- Practice qualitative research data collection techniques, including observation, interviews, 

and content analysis 
- Understand the processes involved in qualitative data analysis  
- Understand fundamental concepts within qualitative research such as interpretation, 

positionality, context, and participant meaning 
 
 
 
* Please note: I will respond to email within 24 hours on Mondays-Fridays (48 hours over weekends) 

http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2018/02/abstract-art-meets-atmospheric-science
https://twitter.com/mchammer/status/1363908982289559553?lang=en
https://twitter.com/mchammer/status/1363908982289559553?lang=en
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Students will learn how to:  
1) Develop a qualitative research design 
2) Select research sites / participants  
3) Construct a purposeful sampling plan 
4) Assemble and submit an Institutional Research Board (IRB) protocol for a qualitative 
research study 
5) Collect various types of qualitative data (e.g., participant observation, interviews, archival 
materials) 
6) Establish trustworthiness (validity and reliability) 
7) Assume effective and ethical researcher roles  
8) Analyze and interpret data. 

 
Course Requirements: 
15% Participation (attendance and class contributions) 
10% Perusall engagement 
40% Applied Assignments  
10% Reading Presentation 
25% Research Proposal 
 

Note: All course texts will be posted to Canvas  
 

1. CITI Training (built into participation grade) 
www.citiprogram.org 

Please complete the University’s Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) program at your 
earliest convenience and no later than Week 2 of the semester.  The CITI training is required of all 
faculty and students who are conducting research.  Submit a copy of each Certificate of Completion 
(with the Completion Report Number) via Canvas. Everyone is required to complete the Human 
Research - Social-Behavioral-Educational Researchers (ID 5521) modules. Feel free to complete 
additional trainings as they relate to your area of work. (Due April 6) 

2. Perusall Engagement (10%) 

In this course, we will utilize Persuall, an annotation tool integrated into Canvas, to collectively 
engage with assigned texts. This add-on will serve as a substitute for the classic discussion board and 
allow us to interact more thoroughly with the readings together. 

3. Applied Assignments (40%) 

Over the course of the term, you will submit four (4) short assignments, each engaging with a 
different methodological approach. You should select research methods that align best with your 
own work within each module. 

4. Reading Presentation (10%) 

Each student will be responsible for presenting course readings to the class. Using the Google sign-
up sheet, you’ll select the week you’d like to present. Presentations can incorporate slides, images, 

http://www.citiprogram.org/
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videos, etc. but is not required in order to successfully complete this assignment. Presentations 
should be no longer than 20 minutes. 

5. Research Proposal (25%) 

At the end of this course, you will submit a research proposal comprised of the following sections: 
Introduction, Background/Significance, Literature Review, Research Design/Methods, Implications, 
and Conclusion. Each week, we will delve into a specific aspect of the proposal to work through 
these sections together. 

 
Course Guidelines 

 
Class Atmosphere and Discussion: I am committed to ensuring our time together is generative and 
engaging and that our classroom remains a respectful and open space for the exchange of diverse 
opinions, ideas, and perspectives. Disagreements are welcome, and can indeed lead to productive and 
informed discussions and debates, but disrespect or hostility of any kind will not be tolerated. Please work 
with me to establish this class as a mutually-supportive space for the expression of differing ideas, values, 
and beliefs. 
 
Assignment Deadlines: The deadline for each assignment will be specified in the corresponding prompt 
(all will be posted on Canvas under “Assignments”). When submitting assignments, please be sure to 
budget time for potential technical issues. Late assignments will receive a 10-point reduction for each 
day late (including weekends). Extensions on assignments must be granted and approved in advance of 
the assignment deadline. Please do not wait until the end of the term to sort things out. 
 
Assignment Format: All written assignments must be typed in 12-point-font, double-spaced, and have 1-
inch margins. Please make sure to spell-check and proofread all papers for spelling and grammar. All 
assignments should include a “Works Cited” or “References” page (including media examples), page 
numbers, and follow a style guide consistently for citations and references (e.g., APA or MLA). Papers 
that have not been spell-checked or that do not include citations will be returned with the 
opportunity for you to re-submit your assignment with a late penalty. For a helpful style 
guide/writing reference, see Purdue’s OWL. Assignments should be saved and submitted in .doc or .docx 
format, so I can provide feedback and comments in track changes. 

 
Accomodations: The University of Oregon seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, and 
activities for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and psychiatric disabilities. The 
Accessible Education Center works to create and sustain physical, curricular, and informational 
environments that are informed by and responsive to the diverse characteristics and experiences of 
students with disabilities and variations of ability. Please let me know within the first two weeks of the 
term if you need assistance to fully participate in the course. Participation includes access to lectures, web-
based information, in-class activities, and exams. The Accessible Education Center is part of the Office of 
Academic Advising. Students can request an instructor notification letter that outlines possible 
accommodations and adjustments to class design that will enable better access. For additional assistance 
with access or disability-related questions or concerns, contact the Accessible Education Center at 
uoaec@uoregon.edu. The Center will work with you and I will gladly make arrangements for 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://aec.uoregon.edu/
http://aec.uoregon.edu/
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accommodations. All written information in this course can be made available in alternative format with 
prior notification to the Accessible Education Center.  
 
Other important information: The University Student Conduct Code defines academic misconduct. 
Students are prohibited from committing or attempting to commit any act that constitutes academic 
misconduct. By way of example, students should not give or receive (or attempt to give or receive) 
unauthorized help on assignments or examinations without express permission from the instructor. 
Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of information (e.g. quotations, 
paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources authorized by the instructor. If there is any 
question about whether an act constitutes academic misconduct, it is the students’ obligation to clarify the 
question with the instructor before committing or attempting to commit the act. Additional information 
about a common form of academic misconduct, plagiarism, is available here. 
 
Students experiencing any form of prohibited discrimination or harassment, including sex or gender-based 
violence, may seek information and resources at safe.uoregon.edu, respect.uoregon.edu, or 
investigations.uoregon.edu or contact the non-confidential Title IX office/Office of Civil Rights 
Compliance (541-346-3123), or Dean of Students offices (541-346-3216), or call the 24-7 hotline 541-346-
SAFE for help.  
 

Date Topic Read, Listen, Watch Due 

3.30 Introduction to Qualitative 
Research 

Taylor, Bogdan, and Devault, “Introduction: Go to 
the People” and “Research Design and Pre-
Fieldwork” from Introduction to Qualitative Research 
Methods: A Guidebook and Resource 

 

4.6 
 

Ethics in Qualitative 
Research 

Goffman, “On the Run: Wanted Men in a 
Philadelphia Ghetto” | Lewis-Kraus, “The Trials of 
Alice Goffman” | Aluwihare-Samaranayake, “Ethics 
in Qualitative Research: A View of the Participants’ 
and Researchers’ World from a Critical Standpoint” 
| de Laine, “The Moral Career of the Qualitative 
Fieldworker” from Fieldwork, Participation and Practice: 
Ethics and Dilemmas in Qualitative Research 
 
Supplemental: Wiles, “Thinking Ethically: 
Approaches to Research Ethics” in What Are 
Qualitative Research Ethics? 

CITI Training  

4.13 Approaches to Qualitative 
Research 

Taylor, Bogdan, and Devault, “In-Depth 
Interviewing” from Introduction to Qualitative Research 
Methods: A Guidebook and Resource | Tichavakunda, 
“Perceptions of Financial Aid: Black Students at a 
Predominantly White Institution” | Huang and 
Fang, “‘Fewer But Not Weaker’: Understanding the 
Intersectional Identities Among Chinese Immigrant 
Young Gay Men in Toronto” 

 

http://conduct.uoregon.edu/
https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
http://safe.uoregon.edu/
https://respect.uoregon.edu/
https://investigations.uoregon.edu/
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4.20 Intent and Positionality in 
Qualitative Research  

Taylor, Bogdan, and Devault, “Participation 
Observation: In the Field” from Introduction to 
Qualitative Research Methods: A Guidebook and Resource | 
| Kraszewski, “Pittsburgh in Fort Worth: Football 
Bars, Sports Television, Sports Fandom, and the 
Management of Home” | Messner, “Barbie Girls 
Versus Sea Monsters: Children Constructing Gender 

Applied 
Assignment #1 

4.27 Decolonial Methodological 
Approaches 

Smith, “Research Through Imperial Eyes” from 
Decolonizing Methodologies | Al-Hardan, “Decolonizing 
Research on Palestinians: Towards Critical 
Epistemologies and Research Practices” | Zavala, 
Raza Struggle and the Movement for Ethnic Studies 
(selections) 

 

5.4 Digital Research 
Methodologies 

Brock, “Critical Technocultural Discourse Analysis” 
| Góralska, “Anthropology from Home: Advice on 
Digital Ethnography for the Pandemic Times” 
|Miltner, “One Part Politics, One Part Technology, 
One Part History”: Racial Representation in the 
Unicode 7.0 Emoji Set”| Noble, Algorithms of 
Oppression: How Search Engines Reinforce Racism 
(selections) 

Applied 
Assignment 
#2 

5.11 Data Collection Methods I: 
Focus Groups 

Kamberelis and Dimitriadis, “Multiple, Interrelated 
Functions of Focus Group Work” and “Key 
Affordances of Focus Group Research” from Focus 
Groups: From Structured Interviews to Collective 
Conversations | Seal, Bogart, and Ehrhardt, “Small 
Group Dynamics: The Utility of Focus Group 
Discussions as a Research Method” | Macdonald 
and Wilson, “Musical Identities of Professional Jazz 
Musicians: A Focus Group Investigation” | Tasker 
and Gato, “Gender Identity and Future Thinking 
About Parenthood: A Qualitative Analysis of Focus 
Group Data with Transgender and Non-binary 
People in the United Kingdom” 

 

5.18 Data Collection Methods II: 
Archival Approaches 

Schwartz and Cook, “Archives, Records, and Power: 
The Making of Modern Memory” | Rusert, 
“Disappointment in the Archives of Black 
Freedom” | Manoff, “Theories of the Archive from 
Across the Disciplines | Hirabayashi, “Re-reading 
the Archives: Intersections of Ethnography, 
Biography, and Autobiography in Japanese 
American Evacuation and Resettlement” | Hall, 
“Constituting an Archive” 

Applied 
Assignment 
#3 
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Supplemental: Appadurai, “Archive and 
Aspiration” |Bradley, “The Seductions of the 
Archive: Voices Lost and Found” | Osmond, 
“Myth-making in Australian Sport History: Re-
evaluating Duke Kahanamoku’s Contribution to 
Surfing” 

5.25 Approaches to Data Analysis Taylor, Bogdan, and Devault, “Working with Data: 
Data Analysis in Qualitative Research” and “Writing 
and Publishing Qualitative Studies” from Introduction 
to Qualitative Research Methods: A Guidebook and 
Resource | Thangaraj, “Ballin’ Indo-Pak Style: 
Pleasures, Desires, and Expressive Practices of 
‘South Asian American’ Masculinity” 

 

6.1 Research Presentations  Applied 
Assignment 
#4 

 
Final Research Proposals are due on June 11, 2021 by 11:59 pm PT 
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