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ES 256: Introduction to Native American Studies 

 
Description: This course introduces students to the field of Native American 
Studies. Drawing from historical, analytical, literary, philosophical, 
cartographic, ethnographic, and visual texts, it serves as a foundation for 
students wanting to pursue more advanced courses in the field. Thematically, 
this course emphasizes the historical contexts and political concerns 
surrounding contemporary Indigenous experiences in North America by 
engaging with keywords and concepts such as land, language, nation, and 
representation; technology and medicine; policy, justice, and the sacred; 
settler-colonialism, war, and peacemaking; and the interplay of race, gender, and sexuality. 
 
Required Texts 
Print: 
   Indians in Unexpected Places, by Philip J. Deloria, 2004 
   The Round House, by Louise Erdrich, 2012     
   Tales of the Mighty Code Talkers, Volume One, edited by Arigon Starr, 2016 
  
Film: 
   Navajo Talking Picture, directed by Arlene Bowman, 1985 
   Walking into the Unknown, conceived by Arne Vainio, directed by Nate Maydole, 2009 
 

~The required print texts are available at The Duck Store. The films will be available online~ 
~Additional required readings are listed below on the schedule and will be posted to Canvas~ 

~Always bring required readings to class~ 
 
Grade Breakdown 
10% Attendance and participation 25% Reading response essays 
10% Discussion questions 20% Midterm exam 
5% Quizzes 25% Final exam 
5% Group presentation  

 
Learning Outcomes 
As a result of passing this course, students should be able: 

1. To demonstrate a basic understanding of the historic and current political and social issues 
relating to Indigenous people in North America.  
2. To demonstrate knowledge of political movements and social practices through which 
Native people shape their own communal histories and assert sovereignty and survivance. 
3. To demonstrate familiarity with different artistic media employed by Indigenous creators—
including literature, cartography, film, and visual art—and an understanding of how these 
media are used to construct and critique history, politics, and cultural and social conditions.   

Quarter: Spring 2019 Professor: Dr. Marcel Brousseau (he, him) 
Room: 30 PAC Email: mbrousse@uoregon.edu  
Days/Time: TR 10-11:20 AM Office: 317 PLC 
CRN:  36875 
 

Office hours: TR 12-1:30 PM,  
                       and by appointment 

 

From “Trade Secrets,” by Starr, 
Navarro, and Tso, 2016 
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4. To gain confidence in and comfort with academic tasks such as critical reading, reflective 
and analytical writing, public speaking, and active listening. 
5. To name at least nine Oregon tribes. 

 
Assignments and Course Work 
• Expected Workload: This is a 4-credit undergraduate course. Expected student engagement hours are 
approximately 120 per quarter. The breakdown according to assignments and requirements are as 
follows: 1) Attendance: 30 hours; 2) Reading/viewing, discussion questions, and preparation for class: 
70 hours; 3) Response essays: 10 hours; 4) Exams, and preparation for exams: 10 hours. 
 
• Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. Attendance will be taken regularly in class. More than three 
absences will result in the loss of your attendance/participation grade. 
 
• Participation: Students are expected to arrive to class prepared, to bring the daily reading(s) to class, 
to complete in-class projects, to listen and take notes, and to contribute to discussion. You will be 
responsible for one group presentation based upon class material. 
 
• Discussion questions: There are discussion forums on our Canvas site that require you to post one 
discussion question for every night of reading. Your question must address the assigned reading(s) and 
be intended to inspire discussion. For full credit, your questions are due by 8 AM on the day that a 
reading is due. 
 
• Reading quizzes: To perform well in this course, you must complete required readings when they are 
due. In order to facilitate this requirement, we will have a number of unannounced reading quizzes that 
cannot be retaken. Reading quizzes are an opportunity for you to demonstrate that you are keeping up 
with the reading for the course. 
 
• Reading response essays: During the quarter you will write two critical essays and upload them to 
Canvas. These essays will help you to strengthen your critical reading, writing, and analysis skills, and 
to develop ideas about the course themes. We will discuss the essay guidelines. 
 
• Exams: Exams seek to measure your ability to place key concepts from class into context, to draw 
conclusions from themes and information discussed during the course, to synthesize multiple readings 
and viewings, and to craft persuasive arguments citing evidence from assigned readings. Detailed 
grading criteria for the exams will be provided at the time they are assigned. The exams will be take-
home assignments and must be submitted electronically via Canvas at a prescribed time. 
 
• Grading: Grades will be determined on the basis of the following rubric.  
A+ = 98-100 
A = 93-97  
A- = 90-92 

B+ = 87-89  
B = 83-86  
B- = 80-82 

C+ = 77-79 
C = 73-76  
C- = 70-72 

D+ = 67-69  
D = 63-66  
D- = 60-62 

F = 0-59 

 
Course Policies  
• Respect: Respect for each other is necessary to facilitate discussion and to create a safe space that 
allows students to share their thoughts. Active participation includes listening carefully to others and 
being considerate in your own comments. There are times when discomfort can be productive, and it is 
important to have our ideas challenged, but at no time will we tolerate sexist, racist, homophobic, or 
transphobic statements in class. I reserve the right to ask any student to leave if they do not adhere to 
these guidelines. 
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• Sensitive material: Many of the readings for this class feature disturbing language and images. You 
are responsible for all course readings; there are no substitute readings. Take the time to look over the 
course material and ensure that the violence, sexuality, and mature themes included in many readings 
will not prevent you from succeeding in the course. 
 
• Punctuality: Please arrive on time for class. Alert me beforehand if you will be late, or if you need to 
leave early. Missing more than 15 minutes of class may result in a loss of attendance for the day. 
 
• Phones, laptops, tablets: When in class, personal devices like laptops or tablets must be turned off. 
Phones must be off, or on silent. Use of your phone, laptop, or tablet for anything not related to the 
class may result in a loss of attendance for the day.  
 
• Accessibility Statement: The University of Oregon seeks to provide equal access to its programs, 
services, and activities for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and 
psychiatric disabilities. The Accessible Education Center (AEC) works to create and sustain physical, 
curricular, and informational environments that are informed by and responsive to the diverse 
characteristics and experiences of students with disabilities and variations of ability. Please notify me 
if there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in disability-related barriers to 
your participation. If you will need accommodations in the class, you are encouraged to contact the 
AEC in 360 Oregon Hall at 541-346-1155 or uoaec@uoregon.edu. The AEC will work with you and I 
will gladly make arrangements for accommodations. All written information in this course can be 
made available in alternative format with prior notification to the AEC. 
 
• Personal Responsibility Statement: Each student will be responsible for the grades that they earn in 
this course. Except under exceptional, documented conditions, no requests for grade modification 
(including those for a grade of “Incomplete”) for personal circumstances outside the purview of the 
course (e.g., probationary standing, financial aid eligibility, scholarship status, etc.) will be considered. 
Grade modification requests must be made in writing. Please monitor your grades carefully throughout 
the quarter. 
 
• Contact: You can contact me by email; I will answer within 48 hours. Please make an appointment if 
you cannot make my normally scheduled office hours. 
 
• Canvas: You are responsible for effectively utilizing email and Canvas in order to submit 
assignments and participate in the course. To access Canvas, go to http://canvas.uoregon.edu/ 
 
• Academic Integrity: Any work submitted by a student in this course for academic credit will be the 
student's own work. Any academic misconduct will be dealt with according to the Office of Student 
Conduct and Community Standards. The University Student Conduct Code (available at 
conduct.uoregon.edu) defines academic misconduct. Students are prohibited from committing or 
attempting to commit any act that constitutes academic misconduct, such as plagiarism. If there is any 
question about whether an act constitutes academic misconduct, it is the students’ obligation to clarify 
the question with the instructor before committing or attempting to commit the act. Students should not 
give or receive unauthorized help on assignments or examinations without express permission from the 
instructor. Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of information (e.g. 
quotations, paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources authorized by the instructor. 
Additional information about plagiarism is available at researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism. 
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• Harassment, Assault, and Discrimination: UO is committed to providing an environment free of all 
forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence, 
and gender-based stalking. If you have experienced or experienced gender-based violence (intimate 
partner violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know 
that you are not alone. UO has staff trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing 
health and counseling services, getting academic and housing accommodations, getting legal protective 
orders, and accessing other help. If you tell me about harassment or assault, I am not required to report 
this information to anyone unless you request that I do so. I am required to consult with a confidential 
UO employee (someone with legal confidentiality, such as a counseling professional or a crisis center 
advocate) to ensure that you are supported. If you decide to make a report, I and other UO employees 
will help you to do so. My goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of options available and that 
you have access to the resources you need. If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can 
call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24-hour hotline, to be connected to a confidential counselor to discuss your 
options or visit the SAFE website at safe.uoregon.edu. 
 
• Syllabus: The instructor retains the right to vary the syllabus and schedule for the course.  
 
Schedule 
Readings and assignments are due on the day they are listed. The schedule is subject to change;  
I will post any changes to our Canvas site. You are responsible for checking Canvas for updates.  
    
Week Keywords Day and Assignment Day and Assignment 

1 Indigeneity 4/2 T: Introduction to the course. 
Discussion of themes and 
concepts, review of “Keywords, 
or the course ‘vocabulary’” 

4/4 R: Stephanie Nohelani Teves, 
Andrea Smith, and Michelle H. Raheja, 
“Indigeneity”; and Maile Arvin 
“Analytics of Indigeneity” (Canvas) 
NO CLASS MEETING, activity 
posted on Canvas 

2  History and 
Violence 

4/9 T: David Lewis, “Four 
Deaths: The Near Destruction of 
Western Oregon Tribes and 
Native Lifeways, Removal to the 
Reservation, and Erasure from 
History” (Canvas) 

4/11 R: Philip J. Deloria, “Introduction: 
Expectation and Anomaly” and 
“Violence: The Killings at Lightning 
Creek” 

4/16 T: Leanne Betasamosake 
Simpson, “Land as Pedagogy” 
(Canvas) 

4/18 R: Margaret Wickens Pearce, 
Coming Home to Indigenous Place 
Names in Canada (Canvas) 

3 Land and 
Home 

4/21 Sunday: Reading Response Essay 1 Due 11:59 PM on Canvas 
4 Representation 4/23 T: Deloria, 

“Representation: Indian Wars, 
The Movie” 

4/25 R: Arlene Bowman, Navajo Talking 
Picture (http://www.folkstreams.net/film-
detail.php?id=211) 
 

5 Sovereignty 
and Apology 

4/30 T: David E. Wilkins and 
Heidi Kiiwetinepinesiik Stark, 
“Indigenous Peoples are 
Nations, Not Minorities” and 
“Indigenous Governments: Past, 

5/2 R: “Congressional Resolution of 
Apology to Native Americans” 
(https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-
congress/senate-joint-resolution/14/text); 
Layli Long Soldier, “Whereas” (Canvas) 
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Present, Future” (Canvas) 

5/5 Sunday: Take-home midterm exam due 11:59 PM on Canvas 
6 Justice and 

Revenge 
 

5/7 T: Louise Erdrich, The 
Round House (1-83) 

5/9 R: The Round House (85-148) 

7 Secret and 
Sacred 

5/14 T: The Round House (149-
240) 

5/16 R: The Round House (241-end) 
NO CLASS MEETING, activity 
posted on Canvas 

5/21 T: Qwo-Li Driskill, 
“Beautiful as the Red Rainbow: 
Cherokee Two-Spirits 
Rebeautifying Erotic Memory”  
(Canvas) 

5/23 R: Arne Vainio and Nate Maydole, 
Walking into the Unknown (Canvas) 

8 Sex and 
Medicine 

5/26 Sunday: Reading Response Essay 2 due 11:59 PM on Canvas 
9 Technology 

and Language 
5/28 T: Deloria, “Technology: ‘I Want 
to Ride in Geronimo’s Cadillac’” and 
“Conclusion: The Secret History of 
Indian Modernity” 

5/30 R: Arigon Starr, Tales of the 
Mighty Code Talkers 

10 Peace 6/4 T: Jim Enote et al, excerpts from 
The Zuni World (Canvas); Adam Loften 
& Emmanuel Vaughan-Lee, and 
Chelsea Steinauer-Scudder, "Counter 
Mapping" 
(https://emergencemagazine.org/story/c
ounter-mapping/)  
CLASS MEETS IN DREAM LAB 
(Knight Lib 122) FOR VIDEO-
CONFERENCE WITH JIM ENOTE 

6/6 R: Review and class wrap-up 

11 6/12 W: Final exam due on Canvas by 11:59 PM 
 
In Case of Emergency 
EMERGENCY – CALL 911 
Call the UO Police Department (541) 346-2919 for non-emergency assistance. 
If we need to evacuate the building during class, two possible evacuation routes include:   
1) Out the doors, turn left, climb stairs, and exit from Lawrence Hall toward EMU 
2) Out the doors, turn right, turn right, climb to first floor, and exit toward EMU 
If we need to evacuate the building during class, our designated assembly point is:  
EMU 
Be sure your cell phone is set up to receive UO Alert text messages:  
1) Login to DuckWeb 
2) Click on the “Personal Information” menu 
3) Click on “Enter/Update Emergency Alert Phone.” 
More information on emergency preparedness can be found online: 
https://safety.uoregon.edu/emergency-management-continuity 


